
COVID-19 Communiqué – 04  

Date: 6 March 2020  

Response to the Corona Virus Threat  

Please be informed that yesterday the National Institute for Communicable Diseases in South Africa 

confirmed that a suspected case of Coronavirus (COVID-19) in the Kwazulu Natal province has tested 

positive.  

The patient is a 38-year-old male who travelled to Italy with his wife. They were in a group of 10 people 

and they arrived back to South Africa on March 1, 2020. The patient has been self-isolating since March 

3. The Emergency Operating Centre (EOC) has identified the contacts by interviewing patient and 

doctor. None of the contacts have tested positive as yet and the doctor has been self-isolated as well. 

This information is taken from the public statement of the South African Ministry of Health dated 

Thursday 6 March 2020. We will ensure that we remain updated on any developments on this matter in 

South Africa.  

Waterford will be informed and respect the health advisory messages from the Eswatini and South 

African Health Departments. We will also be guided by the travel advisories of the countries from which 

we have students and staff, in the event of any anticipated travel. We are also fortunate to have Dr. 

Mark Mills so closely involved with the College as a reassuring voice in responding appropriately. Please 

note that all of the advice above will continue to inform all our decisions and recommendations going 

forward regarding:  

 Any student trips outside Eswatini.  

 Travel at the end of term for both staff and students. In this regard, in the next week or so we 

will make recommendations about travel, especially for our ex-Africa students.  

We do appeal to parents to assist us. Our considered approach is to avoid over-reaction and fear. Dr. 

Mills reassures me that there are two key facts to note about the virus:  

 The lowest risk age group is young people: they are less affected and least contagious and the 

symptoms they have are mild.  

 The virus is heat-sensitive. The SA health authorities are not expecting a huge spread of the virus 

as it seems that it does not like temperatures over 24 degrees Celsius.  

The UWC Schools across the world are responding to this threat in various ways according to their 

regional contexts. Some of them have had to close due to their proximity to the outbreak (China, Hong 

Kong and Italy) and are in the process of making plans for their IB2 students to complete their exams in 

May. The others, like us, are monitoring and planning based on their own circumstances. 


